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 $ EXHORTATION, Ge. 


; bannen ee uſed antientlyto 
be paid to Good - Friday, and which 
. for ſome y ears unhappily much cl 
5 ela has been lately revived with great 
ſeriouſneſs and devotion, both in the me- 
ropolis, and ſeveral other parts of the 
kingdom. In order therefore, to encourage 
his good diſpoſition, and to preſerve; if = 
poſlible, ſo laudable a practice from ſinking 
again into diſuſe, I ſhall endeavour to ex- 
plain the reaſon, and the effect of our Re- 
„„ _ - deemer's: ſufferings on the croſs; from 
+, | - whence the propriety of obſerving the day 
intended to commemorate gs in n : 
1 early __ 


give us, and wit 


THT 


"Wau an 1 and feel . we are weak,” 


1 corrupt, and fioful creatures. We find i in 


ourſelves ſuch a natural and innate propen- 


ſity to what is wrong, and ſuch a back- 


wardneſs and indiſpoſition, in many in- 


ſtances, to do what is right, that we cannot 
but conelude, (what ſeripture aſſures us is 
7% true) that the human frame has undergone 

ſome great ſhock, and contracted ſome very 
ra diſorder, ſince it firſt came out of the 
| hands of its wiſe and benevolent: Author. 
We perceive ourſelves incapable of pleaſ- 
ing a God of infinite purity and holineſs; 

without ſome further help than nature can 
out greater indulgences 
man we have any title to expect. Every 
 - thinking man muſt be ſenſible, that after 
| - all hisendeavours, and the very utmoſt he 


can 2 Go, bet is n not az: an en A 


8 = ene | His cate | 


him into che moſtheinous crimes, and theſe = 
ſometimes grow into habits, which he finds 
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ſelf from this flavery; yet how ſhall he waſh | 

away the ſtain that fin has left in his ſoul ? 
how ſhall he appeaſe the anger and regain 
the favour of his offended Maker? . By 

repenting, you will perhaps ſay; add 


wftong before, than forbearing to contract 
5 nem debts can pay off the old. Ie is in- 
/ ee 

went n be accepted ns by 6ar- . 
ed, 5 A 4, 5 Maker; ; 1 


1 195 5 3 „„ 
1 Weed üunsbees üben Or thy 
-ſorneuncommon effort he does refcue him- 


e amending his life.” This is undoubrt- 


edly the beſt thing he can do, and what 


every ſinger is bound to do. But there is 


do reaſon to believe, that repentance and 
© reformation alone will be ſufficient to avert 


the puniſhment due to paſt tranſgreſſions. 
_ - Repenting is only being ſorry for What has 
been done amiſs. But that does not undo 
r it does not put us in the ſame ſtate as 


il we had never done it. Reformation f 


- life is doing right for the future ; but that 
can no more make amends for having acteq; 


ble, that repentance and amend. 


- Maker; but the fer has no FOR ground, 7 
either from reaſon or experience, to'think 
that they will be ſufficient to obtain par- 
don, muchleſs reward, without ſomething 

_ elſe to aſſiſt and act in conjunction with 
them. He ſees every day, that the bittereſt 
ſorrow, and the ſincereſt reformation, will 
not reſtore the credit, the fortune, the 


| 8 haealth, the ſtrength, that his vices have de- 
ſtroyed; and why then ſhould he ſuppoſe, 


that they will ſave him from puniſhment in 
the next world, when they cannot do it | 
even in this? The natural apprehenſions 
of mankind are repugnant to ſuch an idea. 
The Heathens themſelves never imagined, 


tat repentance and reformation were an 


55 adequate atonement for ſin. They made 
uſe of animal ſacrifices to appeaſe their of- 
ifended Gods; an expedient of ſo ſingular, 
ſo unpleaſant, and fo expenſive a nature, 

. that they would never have had recourſe to 
it, had they not thought ſuch an expiation 


x 5 teen e had they not been 


* * * x — 4 £ : \ er- 
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1 pere Unt alter d bey could: uhev 
thermſelves, ſomething muſt be done or ſuf- © 

fered by ſome other being, before they 
could be reſtored to the condition they were 


in before they forfeited their innocence. 


What reaſon, then, can we have to think 


otherwiſe ? The goodneſs of God does in- 


_ deed give us ground to hope, that he will 
ſome way or other ſhow mercy to his 
wretched creatures; but his juſtice and his 


holineſs give equal cauſe to think that he 


| _ will aſſert his authority, and ſupport his 
laws, by the puniſhment of thoſe who tranſ- 


greſs them. How then ſhall we reconcile + 


' theſe two ſeemingly inconſiſtent expectati 


ons? What mode of treatment can we ſup- 


poſe it poſſible for the Almighty to-adopt © | 
towards the human race, which . ſhall at 
once manifeſt his abhorrence of fin, and his 

_ tenderneſs for the ſinner ; ſhall releaſe of- 
fenders from that heavy puniſhment which 
their diſobedience merits, without expoſ- 
5 ing his * to eee or giving 
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© others encouragement to hope that they 
may inſult his laws with impunity? No- 
thing leſs than infinite wiſdom could ſtrike 
| N Out. an expedient like this; and in finite wiſ⸗ 
dom did accordingly deviſe the following 
gracious methodof giving ſalvation to man- 
kind. At the propereſt time for ſuch an 
ijntterpoſition, God thought fit to ſend his 
oyrn Son into the world, who took our na- 
ture upon him; and, after teaching a moſt 
pure and holy religion, of which his own 
life was a perfect example, he voluntarilß 


ſubmitted to a cruel and ignominious death 
upon the croſs; which our Maker was 


.  Pleaſedto confider as an atonement and ſa- 
455 tisfaction made to his juſtice for the fins of 
all mankind, and to accept it in lieu of thar 
_ puniſhment which they had juſtly incurred 
at his hands. Thus did Mercy and Juſtice 
meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace did 
Li each other (a), Fot the fake of that 
1 a aeg n up for! us oil Chriſt 
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| aur. High: e (to which . union of 5 
his divine nature with the human, gave un- 


wk 


ſpeakable value) God has promiſed to be- 
ſtow on all who, in proportion to their 


means of knowledge, believe in his bleſſed 
Son, and repenting of their paſt faults, en- 
deavour faithfully to obey him, pardon, 


grace, and Wenns life. 


This is ; that molt i Important: 3 of 1 5 


1 Aroxzuzwr, which is the baſis of all our 


hopes, the chief corner- ſtone of the whole 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, the great leading prin- 
ciple which runs through all the ſacred 


4 writings, and animates and ennobles almoſt 


n 5 of our en (%. hd ws aſk 
e , 1 50 bs 


60 Eſpecially The 1 Offce, which is en- 


tirely founded on this doctrine as here explained; and the 
following prayer more particularly expreſſes in fo fine a 
train of true Chriſtian piety, that 1 could not forbeat 
ttanſcribing and recommending it to the readex's notice, 


as comprehending in a ſhort compaſs, the ſenſe both. of 


Seripture and of our Chureb on this #% article of our. 


FW.” 
01e 


. 


1 5 1 


Wr authority there is for aſeribing ſo much 
efficacy to the death of Chriſt; I anſwer,” 
the very higheſt, —the plain, expreſs, and 
| Hoſirive declarations of Holy Writ, ſuch as 
it is impoſſible, without violating all the 
common t rules of i panes ent to uvreſt 


to 


0 Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble ſer- 


: « vants entirely defire thy fatherly goodneſs mercifully 


* to accept this our ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving; 


* moſt humbly beſeeching thee to grant that by the merits 


and death of thy fon Jeſus Chriſt, and through faith in 
* his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain 


* remiſſion of our ſins, and all other benefits of his Paſ- 
% fon. And here we offer and preſent unto thee, -Q 
Lord, ourſelves, our fouls, and bodies, to be a rea- 


* ſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifice unto thee; humbly = 
en beſeeching thee, that all we who are partakers of this 
= «* holy commumon, may be fulfilled with thy grace and 
** heavenly benediction. And although we be unworthy, 
* through our manifold ſins, to offer unto thee any ſa- 
os crifice, yet we beſeech thee to accept this our . bounden, 
1 duty and ſervice, not weighing our merits but par- 


doning our offences, through Jeſus Chriſt bur Lord; 


„by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy _ 
n Ghoſt, all honour and gl-ry be unto thee, O Father 


4. e e world Wit end, oF. 9 after re- 
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to any other meaning. * Search the Scrip- 
tures, yourſelves, I beſeech you, and ſee 


whether theſe things are not ſo, See whether 


they do not tell you that Chriſt was wound- 


ed for our tranſgreſſions and bruiſed for our 
iniguities; that the chaſtiſements of our peace 
mere upon him, and that by his ſtripes we 
are healed (c). 
the iniquities of us all (d). 
tranſgreſſions he was ſtricken (e), and bis 


That the Lord laid on him 
That for our 


foul made an offering for fin (F). This is 


the language of the prophets many hun- 
dred years before our Saviour came into 


the world; which ſhews that his death was 


neither accidental, nor merely the natural 


conſequence of his boldneſs in reproving 


the reigning vices of the age, but was p 9 
determined long before, and was intended to 
be a propitiatory ſacrifice, a vicarious pu- 


niſhment for the ſins of all mankind. In 
perfect conſonance with this idea, the ſacred 


writers 0 


(ch ra u. 4 (d) flak ki, „ 0 s 


Ki 8. | Un de ki, 10. 


T1 


for many (g). That he is the Lamb of God, 


which taketh away the fin of the world (9). 
That God /et bim forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood G0. Cbriſt bath 


loved us, ſays St. Paul, and hath given him- 


 felf for us, an offering and. à ſacrifice to 
God (H). Now once in the end of the world 
bath he appeared, to put away fin by the ſa- 
erifice of himſelf (I). He was once offered 


za bear the ſins of many (m). He hath once 
heren for fins, the juſt for the anjuſt, that 
be might bring as. to God (n). He gave 


ll himſelf a ranſom for all (0), that be might 


redeem un from all iniquity (p). And the 
whole New Teftamenr declares, that we are 


| N 3 redeemed by bim, toe gh ane ray WH 


le prise of bis blood (7). 


5 Matt. xx. WY 05 John i. 29. 3 2 


a Eph. v. 2. 00 Heb. ix. 28. (in) Heb. ix. 28. 


. 1 Pet. iii. 18. (o) 1 Tim. ii. 6. (p) Titus ii. 14. 7 
Ag) As xx. 28, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 1 Pet. i. 18, FN Pet. 


/ 1 Wer Rev. v. N e e 
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vHriters of theNew Teſtament tell us; that 3 
the Son of man came to give his life a ranſom © 
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tel 


- Theſe; my breckjes;/ are che words of 1 
Scripture; and if words have any mean- 


ing at all, theſe can mean nothing elſe, 


than that Chriſt came into the world on 


4 | purpoſe to ſuffer death upon the croſs for 


our redemption; and that He made there a 
« full, perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, ob- 


lation, and ſatisfaction for the fins of the 


* whole world (7). This I am ſure is the 
ſenſe, in which every plain man muſt un- 


derſtand the paſſages above quoted: and if 


this ſenſe can by any ingenious device of 
criticiſm, be conveyed away, and a totally 
different one ſlipped into its place; it would, 


1 1 apprehend, be no difficult matter by the | 
very fame dexterity of interpretation, to ex- 


plain away the truth af every doctrine, and 
the obligation of every precept chat is to be 


Z found in the og 


1f * 1 are * . we. an 
from the death of our bleſſed Lord; if in 
e Sa V 


(0e foi in ds Commun Oe. 


5 conditions of repentance, faith, and am 
ment) we obtain the remiſſion of our ſins 
and the inheritance of everlaſting life; con- 
ider, I beſeech you, what kind of return 


his blood our guilt is waſhed away; if 


through his merits, not our own, (on the 


ſuch invaluable mercies demand; conſider 


whether that very day, on which theſe 
mercies were conveyed to you, ought in 
reaſon, in juſtice, in gratitude, in common 
decency, to be treated with neglect. [ſpeak 
-as to wiſe men, judge ye what T ſay (S), and 
determine for yourſelves. Greater. love, 
you muſt allow, hath no man than this, that. 
a man lay down his life for his friends (t). 
Suppoſe: then for a moment, that ſome 
friend of your own had actually done this 
for you: that, when your life was forfeited 
by ſome crime againſt the ſtate, he had vo- 
luntarily ſubſtituted himſelf in your place, 
and ſuffered the puniſhment incurred by 
TOE. offences what would be your feel. 
At SEE let Ta _ ings? 


—_ 


MER, 49 


ak 16 J 

wers what would be your behaviour on 
the this occaſion? Would you ſuffer the annual 
end. return of that day on which your friend 

1 died for you, to pals unheeded, undiſtin- 

'F guiſhed, unhallowed by a ſingle tear, or 
ſiggh, by a ſingle reflection on that eee 
ſcendant act of kindneſs, to which you owed 
your very exiſtence? There is not a man 
amongſt you that would not think him- 
ſelf injured and inſulted by ſuch a ſuſ- 
picion. Yet this ſuppoſed act of kindneſs 
(great as it undoubtedly is) falls far below 
what you have actually experienced from 
the love of your Redeemer. It was not 
3 when you were his friends, but when vou 
were his enemies (4), that he ſacrificed his 
Urte for you. For God commendeth bis love 
3 towards us, in that while we were ſinners, 
3 Chriſt died for us (x). We believe, or pro- 
fes to believe, that this is true; and yet 
What is our behaviour in conſequence of 
it? ee on 125 e of the day 
e SE tio je 750 | when 


- , * 


= u) Rom. v. io. [x) Rom. v. 8 


IS? 


ö "hah it is ſuppoſed to have taken place, 5 

too many of us, alas! are as eaſy and un- 

concerned, as much devoted to buſineſs, or 0 

to pleaſure, as if nothing in the world had 
happened with which we had the leaſt con- 
cern! Is this right, is this fitting; is it 

Chriſtian like, is it decent, is it cheable | - 
Does it ſhow that veneration, love, and gra- 

; titude, which malefactors reprieved from 

death are wont to teſtify towards their _ 


nefactor = ee 5 


11 Aiden e you ith 8 ay, | 
| 66 would you have us obſerve this day?“ 
In the manner certainly preſcribed by the 
Church, and in which it uſed anciently ro 
|  beobſerved; with as much ſeriouſneſs, ſo- 
| Temaity, and devotion; with as abſolute a 


ceſſation of all worldly buſineſs and plea- 


this mahner you celebrate Chriſtmas-day, 
and why then not Good- Friday? On the 


former of theſe your Redeemer was born, 


on 


RL, 3 
on the latter He was put to death ; and is 
his Crucifixion, do you think, of leſs con- 
Þ ſequence to you than his Nativity? Is it 

not, on the contrary, to the former of theſe 

events, that the latter owes the greater part 

A of its value? That he who thought it not 
1x robbery to be equal with God (d), who was 
ße very brightneſs of his Glory, and the ex- 
ö x preſs image of his Perſon (e), ſhould volun- 
tarily diveſt himſelf of this ſplendor, and 
| take upon him not-only the nature of man, 
4 1 wil form of : a Soars was, It muſt 2 


| | moreover; ; for our Elegy fbewire to wy 


Pd injuries and indi gnities, to the moſt 75 
ignominious and excruciating death; that 


: Joe ſhould conſent 20 bear our griefs and car- 


t our ſorrows (F), is ſurely a ſtill ſtronger 
L ant more extraordinary proof of his love. 


; and affection for mankind, and therefore 
5 Y ccrtainly demands at leaſt an equal degree 
1 of v veneration and thankfulneſs. 1 


„ There 


(4) Phil. ii. 6. (e) Heb. i. 3. ey Ki. 4 


different regard which has been ſhown to * 


| _ * rites, than to reſtrain them. If this be real- 


the Wan of hi gher and better ptind rler 6 


| There is . one Fe ference demetn r. 
the two days in queſtion, which miy in B 
| fort meaſure poſſibly account for the t. 


them. The Nativity of our Lord is a feſ- d 
| tival, the Crucifixion is a faſt, and we find 'F 
ourſelves perhaps much better diſpoſed to 'N 

5 rejoice than to weep; to indulge our appe- Y 


1y the caſe with any of us: If we are capa- 0 

ble of being withheld from our du ty by 5 

| ſuch low, ſuch mean, ſuch ſenſual motives © 

as theſe, it is, J am ſure, high time to ex- 1 | 
tricate ourſelyes. from his unworthy thral- i | 

dom, to break looſe from the dominion of 1 
 fenſe, 70 keep aur body under, and bring it o 

into ſuljection (g). and put ourſelves under %o 


Could: 70 not watch with me one hour (b) 2 
| faid our Saviour to his drowſy diſciples: * 
3 Can ye not faſt for me one day in the 0 
N « * 48 "Ay; he now fay to you, It is 
| true, SY. 


„ 33 
"A 
„ 
| 


q [ "9 1 
true, andans; mere abſtinence from food, 
whether total or partial, is in itſelf no vir- 
4 oe, nor can it atone for the breach of any 
ora ors z and to 8 Mats it 60> 1 


'Y Hand Ade it as a ODER ood tipo 8 
"cuſtom, is preſumptuous and raſh: (i). 
1 Faſting is a very proper mark of internal 
ſorrow and contrition. It is only making 
uſe of a more emphatical kind of language 
to ſpeak our ſentiments; it is expreſſing 
them by actions inſtead of words. By in- 
F icting this voluntary puniſhment on our- 

| res, we plainly acknowledge that we are 
0 offenders, and that we take ſhame and grief 
to ourſelves for the faults we have eommit- 
N.. The mortification of one of our 
OY trongeſt en is a very ſignificant way : 

r (b)? A COTE RES B FEE 
eiple:: e 
in the I 
We is © 

N true, 
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a Wcuracy, judgment, moderation, and good ſenſe, which ſo v 
Wrongly mark the writings of that incomparable Prelate, 
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gence, ſtated and explained by Archbiſhop Secker, with that Ng 
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[ HS: of ſaying, that we m to repent, and to 
our ſtrength; and a ſuperiority eſtabliſhed / 


it in all the reſt. Add to this, that the 


the better are we diſpoſed for ſpiritual me- 
| po P | 


* in almoſt all ages and nations of the world, 


ſubdue thoſe luſis which war againſt the 
foul ( . For this conflict we ſhall be bet- 
ter prepared by ſuch previous exerciſes o 


over our deſires in one inſtance, facilitates 


* 


more we abſtain from ſenſual indulgences, 


ditations. The body when over- loaded with _ 
luxurious food prefſeth down the foul, and 
 weigheth down the mind that muſeth on many 

things (J). For theſe reaſons, faſting has, 


been conſidered as a very proper act of re- 
ligious diſcipline. Amongſt the Jews it 
was very common, and on ſeveral folema 

| occaſions was required by their law.” But 
being at length abuſed, like many other ex- 
ternals of their religion, to the purpoſes of | | 
hypocriſy and ſuperſtition, our Saviour ſe- 1 q 
verely reproved their oſtentatious auſteri= Me 
3 ties; and, 1 leſt 45 e ſhould be led LY 1 
LI Gb Ora own, Pn imitate 3 
. e wt 8 0 Wiſdow is. 8. 
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to imitate them, did not give them any y direct 
the command to faſt. Yet to thoſe who volun- 
Det- tarily adopted this cuſtom from good inten- 
sof tions, he preſcribed rules for conducting 9 
ned themſelves properly, and promiſed thema 
tes © reward (n). He himſelf faſted forty days 
the and forty nights. Theſe things plainly 
ces, 1 | ſhow Hat 7 nah the ates © 
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«7 {leneſs a ind ene ee e eee 
"mn ber of Feſtivals, nor oppreſſes its members 
| 3 4 by a load of needleſs and ſuperſtitious au- 
Mi erities, It recommends with great pro- 
1 priety: ſome 3 of ſelf-denial ear. the 
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__ of it toevery man's own diſcretion, and in- 
flicts no penalty for neglecting it. The 
Faſt on which the primitive Church ſeems 
| to haye laid the greateſt ſtreſs, and which 
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was anciently obſerved with great ſeriouſ- 
nels, is that of Goop Fripay. And ſurely, 


if ever anyreſtraint on our appetites and plea- 


ſures can be proper, if ever it can be a rea- 


ſonable duty © to turn to the Lord with 
e weeping, faſting, and prayer (u), and 
8 to bewail our ſins with every inward ſenti- 
| ment and every outward expreſſion of the 
deepeſt humiliation and contrition, it muſt. 
be on that day, when, to deliver us from 
che power and the puniſhment of thoſe ſins, 
Chriſt Jeſus offered himſelf up as a ſacri- 4% 

- ice on the croſs; 3 when be died for all, A 
that they which live ſhould not henceforth live | 
_ unto themſelves, but unto him which died for 1 
' them, and roſe again, (o). It would certain- 
ly be decent, and probably uſeful too, to 
5 make ſome little aries of our common 
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* ments, may at leaſt ay cet a etl, db | 
1 partake of them more ſparingly. This, 
b one would think, muſt be conſiſtent with 
lea- "the tendereſt conſtitution and moſt delicate 
e- © health. But if it ſhould in any caſe be 
n bound otherwiſe, God will have mercy and 7 
and 5 © not ſacrifice (p). Judge for yourſelves 1 in 
nti- 1 ” this particular; judge fairly in your own. 

1 s | caſe, and charitably in that of others. Ler 
nuſt not him that eateth, deſpiſe bim that eateth not; - 
rom | and let not bim that eateth not, judge him that © 
eatetb (q). For the Kingdom of God is not 
4 meat and drink, but ri ighreouſneſs, and peace, f 
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I 13 Laren. 11 it does not anſwer theſe pur- : 1 
3 poſes; 3 "We on the contrary, it be found to 
= 5 N 15 ee, 
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| render us languid and faint, peeviſh; and 
moroſe; if it blunts the edge, and deadens 
the ſpirit of our religious exerciſes, it is no i, 
1 longer a duty to practiſe 1 it; it we a 4 : 
en to / ͤĩ 2,» 
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But they who a are 1 a comply- 
A ing with the injunctions of the Church in 
this reſpect, are certainly able, and ought to 
be doubly careful to conform to them in al! 
others, If men cannot faſt, they can pray; 1 
if they cannot abſtain from their ordinary Y 
food, they can abſtain at leaſt from their or- 
_ dinary labours, cares, and amuſements ; ; 
they can put this world and its concerns 
aux of their minds, and giye themſelves up 
to God; they can attend divine ſervice both 
parts of the day; they can dedicate the re- 
mainder ofi tto private meditation and pray- - 
erz; they can examine into their paſt and pre- 
ſeni conduct; they can poſſeſs themſelves 
uvith a juſt ſenſe of their own natural weak · 
neſs and depravity; ; of the infinite need they 

15 have: of : a | medjator, a frag a þ oh carl 
ot ation 
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. ation for their ſins; they. can adore the 
goodneſs of God in providing, the goodneſs 
of Chriſt 1 in een ee to become the 6.1 


[ain to \expizte ice ie to h them 
to the favour, of God, and render poo 


| Hos attention to. the _ which is perde“ 
L Jarly calculated to bring it home to your 
4 ee. "Ware it even, as ſome con- 
1 : d tend, 
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But in fact it is far from being a matter of 


York) which, together with the principles on which it ia 


tend, nothing more than a mere ſpecula- "2 

tive doctrine; yet as it is, without difpute, 
the great diſtinguiſhing character of the | 
_ Chriſtian diſpenſation, the wall of partition 
at between natural and revealed religion, the * 
main foundation of all our hopes of pardon 
and acceptance hereafter, it would furely 
demand a moſt ſerious regard from us (a). 


belief only; | it has a direct and natural ten- 
dency to influence our practice; and they 
who reject it, or explain it away to no- 
thing, do not ſeem to be aware that they 
are deſtroying one of the moſt efficacious | 1 
motives to right conduct. For what can 
more clearly prove to us the odious nature 
of fin, and inſpire us with a greater horror 
and deteſtation of it, than the conſideration, 
that nothing leſs than the blood of the Son 
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| founded,” and the conſequences naturally flowing from it, 
5 dliſtinguiſhes zhe Chriſtian religion from all other religions 
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1 oddeſe to the criminal, which ſo well 
Fits and fo plainly ſpeaks the gracious Fa- 


 herof Mankind! What infinite cauſe have 
oe to be careful of offending ſo kind, yet 


exact a Judge, . and to tremble at his 


1 arms of his mercy! !” What encourage- 


| | nent does | ic afford us to 5 each out all our 5 


ae 5 
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(*) Luke xviie 12. 


jeous Governor of the univerſe; of that 


juſtice, even whillt we are within the — 4 
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L 28 1 
ſeringsl that our want of r merit will be 
wr amply ſupplied by his merit; and our num- 
boerlefſs failings and imperfections loſt in the 
/ plwKkẽUenitude of his all-ſufficient righteouſneſs! 
Ho powerfully, in fine, muſt it conſtrain 
us to every inſtance of duty and affection, 
19 both to our Maker and our Redeemer, when 
ve call to mind thoſe wonderful marks of -F 
I bye diſplayed towards us by both, in the 2 
un great work of our ſalvation! Perhaps we 4 
c cannot ſee all the reaſons that made it ne- 
eſſary for Chriſt codie, thatthe world might 
| live; but this at leaſt we are ſure of, thatif 
Chriſt did really'die, that the world might 
7 ve, we are bound to him in the ſtricteſt 
| bonds of gratitude and affection O). That 
me eternal Son of God ſhall put himſelf 
[1 5 n our ſtead, and interpoſe his own body as 
iN 5 a living ſhield between our guilt and his 
i. _ Father's wrath, is ſuch a ſtupendous in- 
ſtance of friendſhip, as is not to be paral- 
 Hledinthehiſtoryofmankind, —Lord! what 
5s may, that thou art thus mindful of him, 
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© and our Saviour by the tie of reciprocal 
affection, and draw us to our duty by i 
the cords of tenderneſs and gratitude? 
Surely, if we are not utterly loſt to all 
that is modeſt and ingenuous, tender 
and apprehenſive in human nature, it 


& will be impoſſible for us to doat on thoſe 


* ſins which were the cauſe of our Savi- 
be our's ſufferings, the thorns that gored 
„* his temples, the nails that pierced his 
hands and feet: it will be impoſſible for 
„ us to reſiſt thoſe endearing inſtances of 
1 our Saviour's love, which carry warmth 
te and fervour enough with them to melt 
1 the moſt obdurate nature into thankful- 
« neſs and obedience (a). e 


= You fre . my brethren, bow many 5 
peighty reaſons there are for a religious ob- 
er vance of Good-Friday. It i is a decent 
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BY THE DEATH OF Ve Tr ON THE | 1 

_ "CROSS; it is a becoming mark of thank i 1 

I ; fulneſs and gratitude for. ſo invaluable 2 I 
1 mercy; it affords a very proper opportuni- | | z 
1 xy for reviewing your paſt life; of confeſſ. q : 
ing and lamenting the many fins and fol- 
lies you perceive in it with the utmoſt ſor- 3 
row and humiliation of ſoul; of i intreating 1 
5 Pardon through the merits of your Redeem- 4 ; 
* 2 et; and of pleading thoſe merits before | 
Sao in the Holy Sacrament of the Lord' J ; 
bY, Supper; which being intended to comme. ; 
maorate the ſufferings of Chriſt, can never 
be more properly received than on the very 

day when thoſe ſufferings are ſuppoſed to 4 
Have happened. A devout uſe of the 
Prayers, which you will find in the office E. 
. for that ſolemnity, cannot fail to impreſs 
£ upon your ſouls a deep ſenſe of the good: 


1 work of your Redemption; 52 a fincere con- 
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fellow creatures. This argument is ſtated 
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In W let the mercies you have 


*Þy St. John, with his uſdal elegant brevity 


w J. el, 5 of mercies, | Kindagf . Jan bleneſs +. Fe 
ind, meekneſs, long ſuffering (4). Let all 


pour, and evil ſpeaking, be put away from 
Jou, with all malice; and be ye kind one to _ 
another, tender-hearted, forgivin gone ano 
er, even as God iy Chrif D 195 bath mw 5 
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